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Today’s passage is about The Chief Priest Eli and his two sons Hophni and Phinehas. Both his sons were priests as well, but they disrespected the sacrifices given to the Lord. They disgraced the sacrifices, and by doing so, committed a terrible sin against God.

Now the sons of Eli were worthless men. They did not know the Lord. (1 Samuel 2:12)

When it says ‘They did not know the Lord’, it does not mean they had no idea of who God was, it meant they knew of God but they did not have a relationship with Him.
They were in the family lineage of priests, but they were not one of the people who knew God personally. It is not through your birth or the faith of your family that brings you to God.
This is why infant baptism has no meaning. Baptism occurs through one’s personal faith in the Lord, not through the faith of one’s parents. 

Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, may have looked like priests from the outside but in their hearts did not know the Lord and did not trust in Him. Because they did not know the Lord, they were living a double lifestyle.

The custom of the priests with the people was that when any man offered sacrifice, the priest's servant would come, while the meat was boiling, with a three-pronged fork in his hand, and he would thrust it into the pan or kettle or cauldron or pot. All that the fork brought up the priest would take for himself. This is what they did at Shiloh to all the Israelites who came there. Moreover, before the fat was burned, the priest's servant would come and say to the man who was sacrificing, “Give meat for the priest to roast, for he will not accept boiled meat from you but only raw.” And if the man said to him, “Let them burn the fat first, and then take as much as you wish,” he would say, “No, you must give it now, and if not, I will take it by force.” (1 Samuel 2:13-16)

They willingly broke the rule of what the priests were to take during the sacrifice. They were routinely taking what was the Lord’s because they did not fear Him.

But what was worse, they were sleeping with women who would stay at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting.

Now Eli was very old, and he kept hearing all that his sons were doing to all Israel, and how they lay with the women who were serving at the entrance to the tent of meeting. (1 Samuel 2:22)

This situation would only occur if the person were not consciously aware that God is always watching. They believed they could fool God like they were fooling the men around them.

Sleeping with the women serving at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting was an idea taken from the shrines in the land of Canaan. The women in front of the shrines and temples in Canaan were very similar to prostitutes and the people would go to these places to find women to sleep with. For these two sons of Eli, their foolishness led them to mix the values of the foreign country with what was right and holy.

And he said to them, “Why do you do such things? For I hear of your evil dealings from all these people. No, my sons; it is no good report that I hear the people of the Lord spreading abroad. (1 Samuel 2:23-24)

If Eli was standing correctly before the Lord, when he found out about the actions of his sons he should have immediately followed with the appropriate consequences. That is the responsibility and work that the spiritual leader of the Lord must do. 
God had given Eli’s lineage in Israel three particular blessings that He did not give anyone else.

Did I choose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be my priest, to go up to my altar, to burn incense, to wear an ephod before me? I gave to the house of your father all my offerings by fire from the people of Israel. (1 Samuel 2:28)

First, God chose the high priests to burn the incense.
Second, high priests wore an ephod. The ephod may just be a piece of clothing, but it was something that showed the high priests were appropriately qualified to lead.
Third, God gave the privilege of offering sacrifices to the high priests.

God gave the most important tasks a human could do and the tasks that would clear the sin of the people to Eli’s household. Therefore Eli should have held this work the most important above all, but he did not.

Why then do you scorn my sacrifices and my offerings that I commanded for my dwelling, and honor your sons above me by fattening yourselves on the choicest parts of every offering of my people Israel? (1 Samuel 2:29)

Eli should have held the duties God had given him more precious than life itself, but because of his love for his children, he did not do his job. This is why God asks how he can continue to grow fat and comfortable in his disobedience.

Therefore the Lord, the God of Israel, declares: ‘I promised that your house and the house of your father should go in and out before me forever,’ but now the Lord declares: ‘Far be it from me, for those who honor me I will honor, and those who despise me shall be lightly esteemed. (1 Samuel 2:30)

God had given the lineage of Eli the duties of the high priest forever. How great is this blessing?  But when they began to dishonor the sacrifices of God, the grace of God also stopped. The high priests were trying to deceive the Lord and were looking down on His sacrifices when they were committing sin. 

Therefore God took action against these crimes.

God will always act in justice to those He set as leaders in the spiritual community. My brothers and sisters, you must remember this. 
The servants of God are in His jurisdiction. Do not fight or argue with the servants of God. If you really believe that this man or woman in leadership is not spiritually upright or is leading others astray, do not worry because God will provide His justice. If there seems like there is no answer, instead of complaining or fighting, silently and peacefully remove yourself from that situation.

In Numbers 12, Aaron and Miriam began to slander and defame Moses to all the Israelites because they were upset that he took a Cushite woman to be his wife. But God immediately called them out and said, “If Moses is my chosen servant, why are you not afraid to speak against him?”

It is not enough to simply understand and respect the authority of those whom God has placed in leadership positions, but to also check one’s own heart and make sure that you are doing the job that God has placed you in to the best of your ability.

The punishments against Eli’s two sons were swift and harsh.

And this that shall come upon your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, shall be the sign to you: both of them shall die on the same day. (1 Samuel 2:34)

The two sons were to die on the same day. But this was not all.

Behold, the days are coming when I will cut off your strength and the strength of your father's house, so that there will not be an old man in your house. Then in distress you will look with envious eye on all the prosperity that shall be bestowed on Israel, and there shall not be an old man in your house forever. The only one of you whom I shall not cut off from my altar shall be spared to weep his eyes out to grieve his heart, and all the descendants of your house shall die by the sword of men. (1 Samuel 2:31-33)
SHARING------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. Loving your child with unconditional, blind love can actually be poison to him or her. We can believe that we are discipling them enough, but many people have a hard time correcting their children. Please share a time when you were too lenient with your child or have seen a parent blinded by their love and act like Eli to his two sons.

2. Those that God have placed in leadership positions are also within God’s jurisdiction and will be given justice by Him. As we look at the story of Eli and his two sons, and the story of Moses, Miriam, and Aaron in Numbers 12, please share what stood out and how this applies to your life.


God put a curse on Eli’s family. God promised that there would be no one who would grow old within his household. Whether that is because of sickness or war, the lineage of Eli would stop. 

This curse was because Eli put his sons above the holiness of God. If parents love their children unconditionally, that love will actually be a poison when it comes time to discipline and rebuke. 
When you look at Korean churches these days, many Lead Pastors give their churches to their children when they retire. Churches are not meant to be given through the family. Churches are not passed through the bloodline. It does not matter if that child leads a revival or has many accomplishments; the church is the Lord’s. 

And I will raise up for myself a faithful priest, who shall do according to what is in my heart and in my mind. And I will build him a sure house, and he shall go in and out before my anointed forever. (1 Samuel 2:35)

God says He will set the high priest, and that person will be anointed forever.

I hope the leaders of Shining Star and the members who are being led by those leaders truly understand the privilege and responsibility God has placed in each of our lives. I pray that God will be the only one who leads and blesses this community forever. 


