Before going into the passage, it’s important to know some of the backstory. During this time, Joshua had died without leaving a successor. Because of this lack of leadership the nation of Israel was in one of it’s darkest and most chaotic periods in history. Israel had inherited the land of milk and honey from their ancestors but because of their unfaithfulness had lost it.[bookmark: _GoBack]Hannah’s Prayer
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One thing we can see in this passage is that even in the midst of the chaos for the Israelites, God was quietly preparing Samuel to rise up and take lead. The beginning of this preparation began with the tears of Hannah as she prayed to the Lord.

And her rival used to provoke her grievously to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her womb. (1 Samuel 1:6)
She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord and wept bitterly. (I Samuel 1:10)

Hannah’s prayers were not normal, everyday prayers. It says that she wept bitterly and was desperate in her pleadings with the Lord.

And she vowed a vow and said, “O Lord of hosts, if you will indeed look on the affliction of your servant and remember me and not forget your servant, but will give to your servant a son, then I will give him to the Lord all the days of his life, and no razor shall touch his head.” (1 Samuel 1:11)

Hannah promised the Lord that her unborn child would be wholly dedicated to Him. Only those who dedicated their lives to the Lord did not cut their hair. 
When we face a difficult situation and are given an opportunity by the Lord to overcome it, it becomes our responsibility to follow through and move forward with what God has given us. It’s the same determination that Hannah had when she promised to give her child to the Lord if He allowed her to have one. 
This promise was fulfilled.

And when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, along with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour, and a skin of wine, and she brought him to the house of the Lord at Shiloh. And the child was young. Then they slaughtered the bull, and they brought the child to Eli. And she said, “Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord, I am the woman who was standing here in your presence, praying to the Lord. For this child I prayed, and the Lord has granted me my petition that I made to him. (1 Samuel 1:24-27)



Just as she promised, Hannah brought Samuel to the House of the Lord and dedicated Him to a life of service there. 
When you make a vow before the Lord, the Bible has very specific words of instruction.

“If you make a vow to the Lord your God, you shall not delay fulfilling it, for the Lord your God will surely require it of you, and you will be guilty of sin. But if you refrain from vowing, you will not be guilty of sin. You shall be careful to do what has passed your lips, for you have voluntarily vowed to the Lord your God what you have promised with your mouth. (Deuteronomy 23:21-23)

My Brothers and Sisters, why do we make promises to the Lord?
The most important reason why we make promises is so that we can dedicate more to the Lord. The problem that is in front of us, that situation that seems impossible, God can overcome. But it is important that we understand that everything must go back to Him, that everything must be dedicated back to the Lord.
That is why when we make a vow to the Lord, we must always think of how we can rededicate and give back to the Lord.
Promises must be made completely voluntarily and with a free heart. It cannot be done if someone tells us to do it, and we cannot make promises because our situation forces us to, it must be done with a voluntary heart.
I hope that we can be a church that understands the weight of promises and through this understanding realize that God can work miracles in our lives.

But this sincere prayer by Hannah was actually misunderstood and rebuked by the Chief Priest.

Hannah was speaking in her heart; only her lips moved, and her voice was not heard. Therefore Eli took her to be a drunken woman. And Eli said to her, “How long will you go on being drunk? Put your wine away from you.” (1 Samuel 1:13-14)

Hannah could have been disappointed. It was in her sincerity that she was praying in desperation, but to have the Chief Priest come over and reprimand her is no small thing. 
As Hannah was crying out to the Lord, the biggest obstacle was the Chief Priest. In today’s term the Chief Priest would be the spiritual leader or pastor of the church.

Hannah needed to pass one more barrier that was in front of her. That barrier was the weight of her own faith. 
Just as something is weighed on a scale, God is also measuring our faith.

If Hannah lost her faith and stopped praying because of what Eli had said, there would be no promise fulfilled. But God did see and He did honor her promise because her faith was real.

But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman troubled in spirit. I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the Lord. Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for all along I have been speaking out of my great anxiety and vexation.” (1 Samuel 1:15-16)

Even in the misunderstanding, Hannah was calm in her explanation. Eli saw the faith of Hannah and praised her for it.

Then Eli answered, “Go in peace, and the God of Israel grant your petition that you have made to him.” And she said, “Let your servant find favor in your eyes.” Then the woman went her way and ate, and her face was no longer sad. (1 Samuel 1:17-18)

Eli did not know Hannah’s prayer. He did not know what she was praying for or what her circumstances were. But he saw her sincerity and faith in prayer and blessed her and prayed for her. 

We can learn a few things from this passage.
First, faith can make what seems impossible, possible. 
After Hannah prayed, she believed that God would answer her prayers. It was this faith that made the impossible into the possible. 

Second, when you believe that God will answer your prayers, there will be an overwhelming sense of peace and joy. 
After Hannah prayed, there was no sense of doubt or thinking that God would not answer. She trusted all things to the Lord after she prayed. If we pray in sincerity, we can completely trust the Lord in the results. If we pray, God will take responsibility of our situations.


Third, Hannah believed Chief Priest Eli’s words to be God’s answer to her. 
If God set Eli as His servant, then there can be trust in his words.
Even though Eli first thought Hannah was drunk because of her desperation, because God set him in that position, Hannah trusted his prayer of blessing over her situation.

Hannah became pregnant, and Samuel was born.SHARING------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. What does it mean to pray with a promise to God? Please share why it is important for you to be sincere in how you pray and bring petitions before the Lord. Also, please share a time when you did make a promise to God in prayer and how that went.

2. Our children learn from how we act and behave. When our children look at our spiritual lives, what is one thing you hope they do not learn and what is one thing you hope they do learn from watching your life?

But it’s important to see how Hannah raised Samuel after he was born.

The man Elkanah and all his house went up to offer to the Lord the yearly sacrifice and to pay his vow. But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, “As soon as the child is weaned, I will bring him, so that he may appear in the presence of the Lord and dwell there forever.” (1 Samuel 1:21-22)

Hannah made sure to give Samuel to the Lord when he could be separated from her. 

The Hebrews knew how important it was to begin teaching and guiding the spiritual lives of children. This education usually began somewhere between the ages of 3-7. 
It was important to make sure the child was being led by the right mentors and teachers because they would do what was told and listen to all instructions and commands given.

Many parents believe that entrusting their children to the church once or twice a week is enough for their spiritual well being. This is wrong. The main spiritual guidance must come from the family. The parents must show their children how they pray and how they read the Word of God. It is only through example that children truly learn and retain.
Because of this, to have a blessed family the parents must first set themselves right before the Lord and have a relationship with Him before investing in their children. 
I hope that Shining Star can be a church where the parents are the spiritual role models for their children. 


