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To be a Christian is to think and act morally and ethically. But the Christian faith is not a religion about morals or ethics. Christianity is about the Resurrection. That’s it. 

We believe that Jesus Christ was resurrected from the dead. And when we believe this resurrection, the morals and ethics come naturally behind that. 

To be honest, the idea of dying and rising again after three days is almost impossible to believe through just common sense or human knowledge. 
But we must never forget that the Scripture says that Jesus was resurrected. This resurrection of Jesus Christ is the main point of the Bible and the most fundamental basis of our spiritual faith.

We can see that Paul never tried to prove the resurrection of Jesus. Why not? This was not something that needed proof or evidence; it was obvious that it happened because the resurrection was the truth. Truth does not need evidence to be proven true.

Jesus Christ was raised from the dead.
This truth is something that many churchgoers have a hard time believing. For those who do not believe in this, you are missing the greatest blessing of what Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection did for us.

In this passage, we see the apostles who personally saw the resurrection begin the church in Corinth. But after some time, the voices of those who doubted the resurrection began to grow and confusion began to enter the church. 
Because of this Paul writes to the Corinthian church.

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. (1 Corinthians 15:12-13)

Paul is hitting the main point of our faith, that if there is no resurrection then our faith is meaningless. This would mean Jesus is not strong enough to overcome death.

There is a reason why Paul speaks so strongly about the resurrection. Greek philosophy has come into the church and influenced how people began to think and 


act. Greek thought was that the body was useless and the soul was the only thing of importance. That is why many people began to believe that the resurrection was not a physical one, but only a spiritual one. 
Therefore the problem was not the belief that the resurrection actually happened; everyone believed in it. The problem was that people were trying to apply their worldly logic to a heavenly miracle. This was a dangerous thing to do because you can begin to choose what you think is important and throw away other truths carelessly. This was not just a problem for the church in Corinth, but also for today’s church.

Even among scholars there are many who put more emphasis on the meaning of the resurrection rather than the historical and physical presence of what actually happened. 
There are many churches today that overemphasize the meaning of the resurrection and put the actual bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ as secondary.

This may seem like a small change but this type of mindset is completely and utterly incorrect and unbiblical. The meaning behind the resurrection is important, of course, but to put the historical and physical resurrection as secondary and up for debate makes the Bible and what Jesus did a form of deception instead of the truth.

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. (1 Corinthians 15:3-6)

Paul makes sure to refer back to the Scriptures twice in this passage, to make it clear to us where the authority lies in the truth of the resurrection.

Paul’s spiritual journey can be narrowed down to these two words: “Resurrected spirit”. Before Paul believed in Jesus Christ, his purpose was to kill every follower of Jesus. But after his “resurrection” experience when Jesus called Paul, his mindset and spirit completely changed. When you follow the resurrected Lord, your spirit becomes resurrected as well.
The Sadducees did not believe that Jesus was resurrected from the dead. They used every reason and every excuse to say it was impossible. 

And Sadducees came to him, who say that there is no resurrection. And they asked him a question, saying, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother dies and leaves a wife, but leaves no child, the man must take the widow and raise up offspring for his brother. (Mark 12:18-19)

There was a law that said if a man’s brother dies leaving no children with his wife, that man would raise children with his brother’s wife. They were trying to test Jesus by asking if there were multiple brothers who married and died with the same wife, when the resurrection happens who’s husband would the wife’s be?

Jesus answers like this,

Jesus said to them, “Is this not the reason you are wrong, because you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God? For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. (Mark 12:24-25)

Jesus answers that when the resurrection happens, we will rise with heavenly bodies and be like the angels in the heavens. 
The resurrection means that we completely die and only through God’s power do we live again. Time will not constrain us nor limit us; it will be an entirely different and wonderful experience with our God.

The Sadducees were left speechless with this realization.

If Jesus Christ was not resurrected, if the resurrection of Jesus was not true, those who follow Him would be the most miserable people in the world. Believers are able to endure the pain and suffering of this world because they have hope in eternity. They also battle against sinful desires of the flesh and temptations of the eyes because they have hope for heaven.

But if all of this is false, if we do not believe in the actual resurrection of Jesus Christ, then this is meaningless.SHARING------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. As we read the Gospels, it’s easy to focus on Jesus’ ministry and death while forgetting about the resurrection. What does Jesus’ resurrection mean to me? Is this a real truth in my life or is it an abstract idea that I only half believe? Please share.

2. Spring has come. Just like how spring brings life to winter, what is one area in our lives that needs to be resurrected or revived? What is that thing that has seemed to die but needs to be recovered?


My brothers and sisters,
Jesus beat the power of death and lived again.
Jesus died on the cross but rose again on the third day.

Do you believe this?
I hope that we can be a church that believes not only in the meaning behind the resurrection but the actual bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ.

The resurrection is like spring.
The bleakness of winter is finished and the newness of spring arises. 
The snow covered grass and dead trees begin to thaw out and beautiful flowers and life begin to appear. It is one of the most fascinating things to witness.

The resurrection is like spring in our spirits.
Our lives do not end in death but are given hope and new life.

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” (John 11:25-26)

God did not come to this earth to teach us good morals or ethics. Jesus came to earth so that He could die for our sins and in three days rise again so that we could also be resurrected after our death in heaven. 
This is why we can have hope and do not despair. 

I hope that Shining Star can be a church that believes in the resurrection of Jesus Christ and that our spiritual lives will also be resurrected because of what He has done for us.
