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Today is Palm Sunday. Palm Sunday is the day Jesus rode into Jerusalem with his followers waving palm branches in the air shouting that the king had come.

In this passage we see Jesus enter the last week of His life by going to the Mount of Olives and entering Bethphage. It was when He entered that He told His disciples to bring Him a donkey that would be at a specific location. He then rode this donkey, receiving praise from His people. 
The people took off their cloaks and laid it on Jesus’ path and waved palm branches in the air singing to their king. 

But even in the midst of all this praise, Jesus was looking for a certain type of person. From this passage we can see what type of person Jesus wants us to be.

1.  Someone like the donkey’s owner

Truthfully, this was not someone who was revealed in the Scriptures. But we do know this was a person of faith.
Before Jesus entered Jerusalem, He needed a donkey. But it was amazing that Jesus knew exactly where this donkey would be and told His disciples the exact location.

There may be many things in this world that seem like coincidence but we must remember that all those things are allowed by God and orchestrated by Him.

The disciples went to the owner of the donkey before taking it to Jesus. It was because of the obedience of the owner that the disciples were able to take the donkey to Jesus. But strangely, when you look at this same story through all four gospels, the owner’s name does not appear. 

People enjoy being recognized for even the smallest of endeavors. This is why people will exaggerate their accomplishments to others rather than tell them the truth. But this owner followed in obedience to what Jesus wanted and his name was never written in the Bible. 

You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar. You search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways. (Psalm 139:2-3)


God knows when we sit down and He knows every small thing about us. It is with His eyes that He watches over our every move and knows what we will do before we do.

When we look around us, there are many who are serving diligently and faithfully without any type of recognition. They work hard without any need to have their name praised or awarded. It is these types of people that Jesus looks for.

The reason why this owner is important is because he let go of his possessions without the guarantee of getting it back. Even if his material goods disappeared, he did not hold it as most important.

The reason why he can do this is because of this phrase,

“Let the Lord use it”

These words allowed the owner to let go of his donkey with a cheerful heart because He knew it was going to the Lord. 
It is important for us to give to the Lord with a cheerful heart…but what is the most important thing we can give to the Lord? It is ourselves.

Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin, producing death in me through what is good, in order that sin might be shown to be sin, and through the commandment might become sinful beyond measure. (Romans 7:13)

 In order to not waste our lives chasing meaningless things, we must give ourselves over to the Lord completely, and look to what will be our ultimate joy. It is only then will our lives change and our priorities shift to what is most important. 

My brothers and sisters,
I hope that we can be a church that worships and glorifies God with everything we have because we know it will bring us more joy than anything in this world.

There is one other thing we can learn from this owner,

If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” (Matthew 21:3)

He tells the disciples to tell anyone who asks to tell them “the Lord needs the donkey”. In Luke 19:20 it says that this donkey was one that had never been ridden. If we were the owner, would be we able to give away this donkey that we had never ridden or used?
In our hearts we might say, “I’m going to use it once and then I’ll give it to the Lord” but the owner did not do this. 
If the owner told the disciples that he would give the donkey to Jesus tomorrow, it would be meaningless. Jesus did not need the donkey the next day; He needed it that day.

This is the same for us.
God wants our obedience today. There are things in store that Jesus wants you to do today that are meaningless tomorrow. Do not push aside what you believe Jesus is telling you for another day but obey today, and see how God will use you.

What is another type of person Jesus is looking for?

2. Someone who will take off their cloak and put it on the ground

This person knows that the cloak is a valuable thing. It is precious to them, but because it is precious to them they want to lay it before the ground of Jesus and allow Him to ride over it.

If we believe we are God’s children and that He created all things, we cannot neglect our spiritual lives. 
We must be able to give not only our possessions but also ourselves over to God. Even if it means being treated like a thief or a criminal, we must be willing to go all-in to the Lord.
There is nothing in this world that is greater than God. There will be no regrets if you go all-in with the Lord.

I hope that we can be a people that lay our possessions and even ourselves on the ground before Jesus and be willing to give up our most precious thing so that we can grow in our relationship with Him.SHARING------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. If I were the donkey’s owner, how would I respond if a stranger asked me for my possession? What would my response be if they said it was for Jesus? Please share.

2. Jesus needed that donkey on that day. What was something in your life where Jesus was asking you to give on that day when you ended up giving it later? This can be when you felt like you needed to serve someone, give something, or spend time in some way. Please share.


3. Someone who praises

The people were crying out “Hosanna” when Jesus was entering Jerusalem. This word means “save us”.

These people were not just giving praises to Jesus, they were asking Him to save their very souls.

As Christians we must not only say “save us”, but ask Jesus to save those around us. Our friends, our coworkers, our families need to be saved and so we cry out Hosanna.

Just as we give priority to our children who are in pain and we will spend everything we have to make sure they are healthy again, we need to be willing to spend everything in order to save our souls. 

What is the gospel? The gospel is good news. 
This good news is not just for myself but also for everyone around me. 

Jesus knew that the gospel was good news so He was looking for those who are willing to do their best in telling others this gospel. 

I hope that Shining Star can be a church that exemplifies these types of people Jesus is looking for.






