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Everyone in this world is being constantly evaluated and ranked. However, your life is also evaluated after your death. Although they received high marks in their lifetime, people like Dr. Ahn Jung-Geun and Admiral Yi Sun-Shin will receive a greater evaluation in their death.

Ecclesiastes is a book written by King Solomon towards the end of his life. It is a book filled with wisdom as he looks back on what he has done and what he could have done. The first thing he says in this passage is that honor is more precious than treasure.

A good name is better than precious ointment, and the day of death than the day of birth. (Ecclesiastes 7:1)

A good name is how others evaluate you, in other words, one’s honor in this life is based on the evaluation of others.
If we want to have a good name there are two things we must do. First we must continually do good work. It is not enough to study or work for a little bit and then stop, to have a name that lasts means to do good work at all times.

Second, we must not have any ethical flaws. We can do the best work for any number of years but if we do it unethically or if we are flawed in that manner, we will never have a good name.
Romans believed honor was more important than life itself. The worst punishment they could receive was the Senate defaming their name and family. If the Senate deemed that man was unworthy, any statue or sculpture of them would be destroyed, all the books they had written would be burned, and their names would be erased from any engraving. It would be the same as if they had never existed in this world.

In Korea the “Me Too” movement has been growing. This movement affects everyone from politicians to athletes to artists. In one moment, their names are completely broken and in this way, our world is becoming a better place when bad people are exposed. 
To receive a good name in this world we must continuously do good work and live an ethically moral life.

But the end of verse one says, “and the day of death than the day of birth”. It is important to live a life worthy of respect to the very end. Too many people live without 


meaning in their lives, committing sins without any thought to their actions. However these sins will be 
carried with them and they must take responsibility 
when they stand before God.

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing. (2 Timothy 4:7-8)

Paul is able to say these words because he understands the name you make on Earth will impact the next life.

Verse 2 says this,

It is better to go to the house of mourning than to go to the house of feasting, for this is the end of all mankind, and the living will lay it to heart. (Ecclesiastes 7:2)

Everyone would rather go to a house full of laughter and feasting than go to a house full of tears and mourning. However, the Bible says that it is better to go to a house of mourning rather than a house of feasting. 

This is because at a house of mourning we are able to see an entire lifetime at once. You can tell by the atmosphere of that funeral how that person lived. You can see how that person lived for Christ and to what extent they pushed for the Gospel by looking at those at the funeral.

Although we have much interest in the evaluation of a person’s life on this Earth, it is much more important for us to have an interest in how Jesus Christ evaluates us. People may evaluate us differently and wrongly based on their perceptions, but the evaluation of Jesus Christ is always right.

As Christians we must live a different life than those around us. If the only difference we find between others and ourselves is that we abstain from smoking and drinking, we must reevaluate our spiritual lives. We must be holy because our God is holy.

But why is it so difficult to be holy?


This is because we are mixed with the world. In the Greek and the Hebrew the word “holy” is to be set apart. 

As Christians we must live a life separate from the world. 

Satan loves not only to persecute Christians, but also to cause them to mix with the world. From the first church in Acts to now, the reason Christians have been persecuted is because we believe that Jesus Christ is not just one of many gods but the only true God.

God will not stand for any type of mixture.
In the Old Testament, the Israelites completely destroyed other nations, including their children and livestock. We can think of this as cruel but for the Lord, even a tiny amount of mixture is not allowed. Just like a contagion, it must be isolated from everyone to make sure it disappears quickly. 

Our faith is the same.
To make sure we are set apart, we must isolate and throw away any part of our lives that is mixed with the world. Even a small portion is not allowed. There is no compromise when it comes to our God. It is when we compromise that we lose any power that we have over sin and our faith becomes weak.

Therefore the most important things we can have for our spiritual lives are truth and purity. We cannot love both the world and Jesus Christ. Our lives must point to Him, not to the treasures on Earth. When we do put the world over Jesus, we are committing spiritual adultery.
The first of the 10 Commandments is that we will put no other gods before Him. Our spiritual lives must reflect this command. In everything put God first, put the Bible first, and put the church first in your life. 

SHARING------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. The “Me Too” movement that has moved across this world and shaped the lives of millions.  Do you believe the opinions of others have too much weight on how we think? Has there been a time when you evaluated someone in the beginning but that evaluation changed over time? Please share. 

2. When you go to a house of mourning, you are able to see an entire person’s life. If it was your funeral, what words would you want those in attendance to say? What type of evaluation would you want to receive?

3. More important than other people’s evaluation is God’s evaluation of our lives. What type of evaluation would you want to receive from God when you stand before Him?

Faith is an adventure. When you believe in the Word and venture in faith, miracles will happen. You will experience the work of the Lord. 
Your past is not important. What is important is this moment, and how you will respond to this message. 

My brothers and sisters,
As we live in this world, let us live the best we can so that God will be pleased when we see Him face to face. More than the evaluation this world gives us is the evaluation that we will receive after this life.

We live a life separate from this world and we continuously chase after our faith. I hope that we can be a church that strives to receive a good evaluation from our God.






