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Today’s passage takes place three days after the death of Jesus Christ on the cross. This passage follows two of His disciples as they leave Jerusalem and head towards a city 7 miles away called Emmaus. 

These two disciples were in despair because they saw their Messiah die on a cross and rejected by those around them.  They were so sad that they could not recognize that Jesus was walking alongside of them. Instead they only saw another weary traveler, and this is where our conversation begins.

1. God will Stay Closest to Us

When Jesus arrived on Emmaus and as He continued to talk with the disciples, He was right beside them. He listened to them, even in their complaints. We can see this in our relationship with God. God listens to our hearts and our prayers, even the weakest and smallest desires that we have trouble expressing. He walks beside us at all times, through the good and the bad and it is important for us to never forget that we have Jesus walking beside us. 
There are times, just like the two disciples, that we do not recognize that God is beside us. God is right beside us, and He listens to even the smallest of complaints and worries that we have. 

That is why we cannot be lazy or lax in our prayers to God. We do not pray because we are too busy, we do not pray because we do not have faith that God will listen to our prayers. I hope that we can be a church that continuously prays because we believe that our God is always listening and will always respond in kind. 

2. Everything is God’s Plan

There may be some who believe that the disciples met Jesus on the road to Emmaus by accident or coincidence. But as we look at the Scripture, we can see that it is not by chance. 

While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. (Luke 24:15)

If you look at the underlined portion, Jesus was the one who drew near to them.
God was the one who went close to them and stayed with them throughout their journey to Emmaus. Even though it may seem like coincidence or an accident 

when God suddenly appears, there is always a plan and purpose behind our encounters with the Lord.

My brothers and sisters,
This world does not believe in a higher purpose or plan. But we do believe that God has already set His plan in motion from the very beginning. God is the one who has allowed everything in our lives to pass and He is the one in control. 
If we truly believe this, then we have no need to worry. The situations in our life, good or bad, are all a part of God’s plan and our job is to simply fix our eyes upon Jesus and allow Him to have full control of our lives.

3. Allow Jesus to be the Owner of our Lives

When they arrived at Emmaus, the two disciples invited Jesus to stay with them. It was during their dinner that we see something unusual.

When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them. (Luke 24:30)

Did you see what was unusual?
As the meal begins, Jesus stands from his seat, prays over the bread and begins handing it out. 

Who usually does this action? 
The invited guest never breaks the bread and gives it out. It would be very strange for any guest to stand, pray, and share the bread.

However, what does it mean if Jesus did this?

When we invite Jesus into our lives, He will not act cautiously like a guest but take our lives and use it like it’s owner. 
If we simply take the first step in inviting Jesus, He will do the rest in our lives and change us for the better.

The owner is the one who bears all responsibility. Therefore if God becomes the owner of our lives, He bears all responsibility and it is our job to simply trust Him.

My brothers and sisters,
I hope you can give up your seat of ownership to Jesus Christ. As long as a child holds his father’s hand, he will not fall over even in the worst of roads and conditions. 
No matter how hard you work, it is only through our closeness with God that we will not fall over. We must always remember that in situations that seem to pit our thinking against the Lord, we will say, “I am wrong, God is right!” 

We can give our lives over to Jesus and allow Him to take responsibility over everything we go through.

4. The disciples experienced change

The disciples went through two changes. 

First, the sadness and despair they had when they left Jerusalem was replaced by hope and when they arrived in Emmaus. 

Second, they believed there was no more work to be done after they left Jerusalem but after their experience with Jesus, they immediately turned back and headed to Jerusalem. They had given up, but now were filled with a fresh passion and desire for the Lord.

And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those who were with them gathered together (Luke 24:33)

They left that same hour and went back to Jerusalem.

What did they do when they arrived back from where they came?

Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of the bread. (Luke 24:35)

When Jesus broke the bread, they realized whom it was. It was only after this that they realized Jesus had rose from the dead and they began sharing the good news. 
They forget their pain and sorrow and instead ran back to Jerusalem to tell their friends.

What caused this great change in their lives? What is the reason that allowed this transformation to happen?SHARING------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. If you were one of those two disciples on the road to Emmaus and you realized at the end it was Jesus who you were talking to, how would you feel? What would your reaction be to God?

3. When you allow God’s Word to come into your life, you begin to burn. Has there been a time when you felt a burning passion for His Word? When you heard it, saw it, said it…please share with one another.

4. What part of the message stood out to you the most? Please share.


It was God’s Word.

And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. (Luke 24:27)

They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?”(Luke 24:32)

When you follow His word, you begin to burn. It is through that burning passion that our lives can change 180 degrees. His Word has power and it is through His Word that the two disciples had their lives changed on the road to Emmaus.

My brothers and sisters,
We need this road to Emmaus. Where is this Emmaus in our lives?
The place where we realized Jesus is the owner of our lives…the place where our hearts began to burn with a passion for Him…where is Emmaus?

I hope that Shining Star can be Emmaus for our members. I hope that this church can be a place where we meet Jesus Christ and our lives change in a drastic way because we let Jesus into our lives.
 







