Today’s passage is about Jesus healing a blind man named Bartimaeus. As Jesus was leaving Jericho, he saw a beggar sitting by the roadside. His name was Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus. In the eyes of the world, he was a loner who had no hope or future. But one day, Bartimaeus recognized that something was going on in the city. The Faith That Brings Miracles – Bartimaeus
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And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. (Mark 10:46)

He heard the sound of a great crowd. When he learned that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by, he stopped begging, left everything behind, and began to cry out.

And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” (Mark 10:47)

He cried out as loud as he could. 

When there is an opportunity to experience something miraculous, we must seize the moment, just like 
Bartimaeus. Verse 50 says, ‘and throwing off his cloak, he (Bartimaeus) sprang up and came to Jesus.’ The fact that Bartimaeus threw off his cloak, which was essential for his life as a blind beggar, shows that he had firm belief that Jesus could open his eyes. 
In a similar way, as Christians, we must pursue Jesus with such faith.

But how was Bartimaeus able to pursue Jesus with such courage? He was able to do so because he was desperate for Jesus. He was so desperate, when people around him rebuked him to be silent, he cried out the name of Jesus even louder. 

And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” (Mark 10:48). 

The rebuke of the crowd did not stop Bartimaeus from pursuing Jesus.  His heart was filled with a desire to see Jesus. This made him to cry out the name Jesus even louder. 

And behold, there were two blind men sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was passing by, they cried out, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!” (Matthew 20:30)
 Notice that it says, “Jesus was passing by.” In other words, Bartimaeus stopped Jesus with his loud voice. Although people told him to be quiet, he could not let go of this once in a lifetime opportunity. 

The same is true for us. If we are desperate about Jesus, we would not let Him pass by. Shouldn’t we cry out His name from the top of our lungs and stop Him from passing by? It is very important that we stay desperate for Jesus. 
 
Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things that you have not known. (Jeremiah 33:3)

The Bible doesn’t say, ‘remain silent.’ It tells us to ‘call out.’ How long should we cry out? We must cry out until Jesus returns. 

If a person were drowning in water, would he or she whisper the words ‘save me’? Or would that person politely ask to be rescued? Absolutely not!

There is an old Korean saying; give a crying baby more milk. 

We too must cry out to God. 
As a person drowning in water, as a person hanging on a cliff, we must cry out to God with everything that we have and hope in His miraculous work. 

And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart. Get up; he is calling you.” And throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. (Mark 10:49-50)

The cloak that Bartimaeus had was more than a piece of clothing. At that time, it was illegal to beg on the streets without permission from the government. In order to control the number of beggars, the government distributed specific cloaks to certain people. In other words, only those who had this specific cloak were allowed to beg legally. When Bartimaeus threw away his cloak, he was basically letting go of his source of bread-and-butter in order to follow Christ. 

Laying down his past behind, Bartimaeus began to pursue a new way of life with confidence. The premise of accepting Christ and being a Christian is a decision to leave one’s old self and to pursue a new life. 


Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. (2 Corinthians 5:17)

This is a proclamation that the old has passed away and the new has come. God gives us a new cloak when we repent from our old ways and go to Him. In order to receive this new cloak, we must first throw away the old cloak of disbelief and disobedience. 

Today, many people are come to church wearing their old cloak. Despite attending church for many years, they still wear their old cloak of sin. Let’s lay down our old dirty garment of sin and wear the new garment that is made available to us through Jesus Christ. 

And Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” And the blind man said to him, “Rabbi, let me recover my sight.” (Mark 10:51)

Jesus first asked Bartimaeus, “what do you want me to do for you?” The answer would have been obvious for a blind man. However, Jesus still asked Bartimaeus because he wanted Bartimaeus to answer with his very own words. 

“Rabbi, let me recover my sight.”

We must be able articulate our hopes, dreams, needs to Jesus. The Bible says, “faith is the assurance of things hoped for.” We need clear goals and dreams in life. 
When Jesus asks us the same question, we must be able to give a concrete answer without any hesitation. God wants to hear the confession of our lips. 
SHARING------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. Jesus was about leaving the place in which Bartimaeus was sitting. What made Jesus stop? Share based on today’s passage, the story of Bartimaeus. 

2. When Bartimaeus cried out to Jesus, he had to overcome many difficulties. What were some things that could have prevented him from crying out? Would you have been able to do the same if you were in Bartimaeus’ position?  

3. If Jesus asks you the question “What do you want me to do for you?” how would you respond? What are some specific prayer topics that you would ask without any hesitation? 


[bookmark: _GoBack]


Bartimaeus was a beggar and a blind man. He could have easily been discouraged with his situation, but through his encounter with Jesus, he was able live a completely different life. 
As members of the church, through a personal encounter with Jesus, throw away your old cloak of sin and put on a new cloak of righteousness in Jesus Christ. 
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