The Faith That Brings Miracles – The Paralyzed Man and His Four Friends
Mark 2:1-5
Life Group Discussion – February 18th, 2018


This passage about the paralyzed man and his four friends is found in Matthew, Mark and Luke.
Jesus had gone into a house near the River of Galilee but because of His fame that house soon became overfilled. There were four men who brought their paralyzed friend to see Jesus but because of the crowd, they cut a hole in the roof and lowered him down. Jesus was amazed at their faith and healed the greatest difficulty of that paralyzed man’s life.

We will see how to overcome the problems we encounter in our lives through this passage.

1. A life of faith is one that sacrifices

This paralyzed man and his four friends desperately wanted to see Jesus but were cut off from Him because of the crowd of people inside the house. So they went up on the roof and cut a large hole from above. I believe there is no homeowner who would passively sit back and watch someone cutting their roof apart. These friends understood that they would be the ones paying the cost to repair the roof after they cut it open. 

We are the same. 
In order to meet Jesus we must be prepared to sacrifice. Jesus died on the cross for our sins. Because of His sacrifice we have been given the greatest gift of all. In the process of walking with Jesus, there will be times of difficulty and pain that require sacrifice from us. 
What types of sacrifices are there?

First, a sacrifice of time.
There are people who always say they have no time when they are living their lives of faith. They do not have time to worship, time to pray, or time to come to church. However, we must give that time to the Lord. This is not our time, but the Lord’s. We must change the way we view time…it is not our’s but the Lord’s.

Second, a sacrifice of things.
We are a people that place a high importance on things. That is why to sacrifice your things is similar to sacrificing yourself. The Bible says, “Where your treasure is, there your heart is also”. When you have ownership over your faith, you will be able to let your things down before God.





2. Faith is one that supports and leans upon others

Even if my faith is strong, if I have no one to lean upon 
there will be difficulties. There must be people of faith near us that we can support or that we can gain support from. Just like today’s passage, we need friends who would be willing to sacrifice themselves for their friend. They did not calculate the costs of repair, they saw their friend in need and were willing to sacrifice themselves for him.

Who are these four friends?
They can be your Life Group members, and they can be your husband or wife. But the most important thing is to find these types of people that will help you grow in your faith and will be willing to sacrifice themselves for you.

3. Their faith was a faith of action

Even though the paralyzed man wanted to meet Jesus, there was no path to see Him in the midst of the crowd surrounding the house. But it was through the hole in the roof that the friends made a way for the paralyzed man to see Him. Jesus was pleased and the Bible said, “Jesus saw their faith” (Mark 2:5).

Faith is seen with the eyes. 
A life of faith is seen through the eyes.

Jesus wants to confirm that faith with our lives. Faith is not something that is only for yourself, a life of faith will leave pieces of evidence. You must show that faith to the people around you so they can also know what God has done in your life.

4. They had patience to endure the hardships and not give up

This paralyzed man did not have any fear of failing. There were many others who had a similar disability but the number of those were healed were very small. The paralyzed man had a particular trait that many others did not have; he did not give up.

We must not give up when we do God’s work. There will be tests and problems that arise in our lives but we must not be in despair but continue in persistence.



There may be times those trials and tribulations lead us to a dead end in life. But we must not give up and continue in hope. That dead end is simply a step for us to overcome so our faith may grow.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
There’s a saying, “Your spiritual direction may be fixed with a good church but your life direction can only be fixed by Jesus.”

This is correct. 
Meeting Jesus brings an end to a life that seems lost. 
Therefore the most important thing is that we meet Jesus.

There are professionals and amateurs in faith. 
Amateurs live a life of faith like a hobby, but a professional’s spiritual life is much different.

Are we amateurs or professionals in our faith?
Are we living a faith life that contains all of our values?

In today’s passage we must understand that a life of faith must be one of sacrifice, it must support and lean upon others, it must be one of action, and one that never gives up.

I hope that we can become a church that believes in this type of faith that allowed a paralyzed man to walk again. Let us be a church that is willing to tear open a roof to meet Jesus. 
SHARING------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. A life of faith is one that sacrifices. We sacrifice our time, our things, and our possessions. Are you submitting your things to God? Or are you still calculating everything in your head and keeping a tally of what you give? Please share.

3. If I was the paralyzed man, would I be able to say I have those types of friends who would carry me to a roof and lower me down to Jesus? And am I that type of friend to someone who would open a roof and sacrifice myself? Please share.

4. Faith is seen. True faith is one that leaves evidence. If God asked you, “Where is your faith? Show it to me!”, would we be able to say, “Yes Lord, here it is!”? What evidence would you be able to show Him? Please share.
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