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History of Faith (Hebrews 11:1-3)
 
What is the basis of decision? Most of it is based on visible reality/phenomenon. However, today’s verses say that most important quality or substance is invisible. What we see is just shadow of what is invisible (perspective) which lead us to perish if we believe in it. All of us have faith in something but it will result in either life or death depending on where the basis of Faith is. 
What is Faith? Why there is still no answer from God though truly in faith? Because we do not distinguish from God’s Faith to our-human belief. Faith is based on God’s will versus Human belief which is based on us - which is not truth. To have Faith, we should know God’s will with preconditions -  miracles of his work.

What is to live by Faith?
1. Definite purpose(goal) to pursue. “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. (Hebrews 11:1) All of us are created as purpose driven and will lose existence value if we lose purpose in God. “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. This is what the ancients were commended for. (Hebrews 11:1-2) Faith  means there is what we hope for and assurance that  it’s real things in our prayer and we should know God who is to do it. “the God who gives life to the dead and calls into being things that were not. (Romans 4:17) There will be miracle of Faith when we see that God makes is/being things happen that is not. Bible shows that Abraham has seen and believed in it. 
Reason of Cross at the church? Letting us see which made us freed from sins because of the suffering of Jesus on the Cross. We should believe that Jesus was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him and by his wounds we are healed. We should see that Jesus carries our life instead of us. “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. (2 Corin 8:9) “if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! ( 2 Corinth 5:17) We should accept ourselves as new creation when see the Cross. 

2.  Basis of Faith: Words We could see what others cannot see. “By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible (Hebrews 11:3) There is one common things in ancestors of the bible: Holding God’s promise(Word). Israelites’ forty years in the wilderness needed to check whether they follow God’s Word or not. God wanted to train them to live by faith. “Then the Lord said to Moses, “I will rain down bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out each day and gather enough for that day. In this way I will test them and see whether they will follow my instructions. (Exodus  16: 4)God bless us when we obey his Word. “Then the Lord said to him, “Know for certain that for four hundred years your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own and that they will be enslaved and mistreated there. But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions (Genesis 15:13-14). Exodus shows fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham. Jesus said that man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God (Matthew 4:4). It means we live by Word of God not by own way. 
To believe in Jesus means to respond to God’s promise and not our surroundings because God’s Word is unchangeable. “No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it. (1Corinth 10:13)Word is the rock which endure the storm of the world, appears power to change our life. Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him and he will do this:(Psalms 37:5) We have true peace in God who is faithful, unchangeable. Depending on God only nothing else makes us to live without any suffering.

3. Adventures in faith We can do unimaginable things boldly in faith (Peter let down the nets according to Jesus’s Word, Joshua cross the Jordan river by God’s Word…) Work of faith is followed by sacrifice and determination.

4. Change in words of/from mouth  “So tell them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the Lord, I will do to you the very thing I heard you say:(Numbers 14:28) The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit.(Proverbs 18:21) “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven(Matt 18:18).Faith is in God not our surroundings, feeling or sense and it should be expressed by mouth.. “Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. “Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in their heart but believes that what they say will happen, it will be done for them. (Mark 11:22-23)A faithful man should say: It is  in written in the bible not in own experience nor word of sense or reason. Have promise from God? we should change our word of mouth. Though we do not see, touch, experience yet but we should say it will happen. We should proclaim as believer that we are saved because of Jesus and we are a citizen in the kingdom of heaven though we still live in this world. Believe in God, change our word of mouth to live by power of God.

Faith is not the Answer in itself. Why no answer for what we asked yet? Faith is confidence in hope. Hope is “Hypostasis” in Greek, means pedestal. Preparation to receive God’s answer.  God will answer whatever we ask when we have purpose of Faith; basis of Word; adventures in Faith; a Changed word of our mouth.
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